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Spain, and Portugal, Confider<d. 


Hat the Nations, that favour us moſt, ought to be moſt favour- 
ed by us, is a Maxim in Politicks not to be deny'd. 

Which of the Nations above-mentioned favours us moſt, is now to 
be Conſider'd. | 

I. The Spaniſh Trade furniſhes us, | 

1/2. With Wool, toImploy our Induſtrious Poor. 

2ly. With Oil, to work up that Wool. 

3/y. Tt takes from us great Quantities of Woollen Manufactures. 

4ly. It conſumes great Quantities of Pi/chards, Herrings and Sal- 
mon from Great Britain and Ireland. e 

5ly. It Vends abundance of Bee, Butter, Tallow, Hides, &c. 


from Ireland. 


69%. But above all, it takes off great Quantities of our Fiſh from 
Newfoundland, which may i eſteem'd our Mines of Gold and Silver: 
That Trade being of fo much more Advantage to us, as the hands 
that are Imploy*d therein, are not only uſeful to us, as they get that 
Wealth out of the Sea by their Labour; but as they are thereby 


"> 


render'd capable of ſerving on board the Navy Royal, which is both 


our Glory and our Safety. 

II. The Portugal, and 

III. The Htalian Trade, 

Take off our Herrings, Pilchards, Salmon, Woollen Manufuctures, 
Leather, and all the Products of Ire/and in great abundance; and have 
all other W in common with the Spaziſh ( the furniſhing 


us with Y Yool only excepted. ) 
The 


— 
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The Portugal Trade furniſhes us With ſome dying Commodities; 


and the Italian Trade with Raw Sill, to Imploy our Poor induſtri- 
ous V Veavers of London, Norwich, Canterbury, &c. 

All theſe Trades have as conſtantly increas'd every Year, as we 
have increas'd the Demand for their, Wines; by which means the 
Navigation and Seamen of this Kingdom have been greatly encour- 
ag'd, eſpecially to the Mediterranian; where, by Act of Parliament, 
ſuch Ships as _ out our Manufactures are to have 16 Guns and 32 
Men, of which there is. now a much greater Number than there 


Were 16 0r 20 Years ago. But {mall Ships, with an eaſy Charge of 


Men, can fetch W ines from Fraxce; which will diſcourage the bring- 
ing in other Wines, and have thus fiirther bad effect, that the great- 
eſt part of thoſe Ships muſt lie and rot, or come home dead freight- 
ed: The Charge whereof will tall on thoſe Britiſi Commodities they 
carry out, which rendring them dear, will leſſen their Exportation; 
as will alſo the Incapacity the Spaniards, Portugueſe, and Italians 
will be in to Pay for them. Por no Nation (no not the Spaniſb it 
felf with all their Mines ) can take off the Commodities of another 
Nation, unleſs they like ways take the greateſt part of theirs. 

From every one of theſe Nations, to whom we conſtantly export 
more than we noe from them, we bring the Ballance in Money. 

IV. The Heuch Trade, : 


J. Inſtead of furniſhing us with Woo), deprives us of a great deal 
from Kent, Sf ex, and Ireland. 


200, It ſupplies us with no Commodities for the Improvement of 
our Vollen, Silken, or other Manufactures, as thoſe other Nations do. 


30% On the contrary, it takes from us whatever dying Commodi- 


ties we are ſo unwiſe as to furniſh them with; which they are will- 
5 to receive from us, the better to carry on their own Woollen 
Hanufacture, in order ts beat us out of the Turkey Trade from Mar- 


ſeilles; as they will alſo out of the Spaniſh Trade, by their much 


ncarer Ports. & 3 ! 

4%, We cannot ſend any of our Barrel Eis, if we muſt pay Duries, 
47 J. 10 5. Towns. or 31.11 f. 3 d. fterl; per Laſt of 12 Barrels; and 
chen We ſhall want Markets for dur Herrings, Pilchards, Cod aud 


. 


We Salmon 


* 


( ) 
Salmon: For, as was ſaid before; chi Spaniards, Portugueſe, and ta- 
kans,. cannot pay for them unleſs we take their Wines. 
5ly, They will take off none of our Refird Sars, unleſs we pay 
them 22: 10 Tovrns. or 335. 9 d. fterl. per 100 . wherein the 
great Care the French take of their ManufaQtures and Plantations 
mm be ſeen. | 
65%, The Trade of Tobacco is farm'd in France, by which means 
there being but one Buyer, if they ſhould be induc'd to take off any 
of that Commodity ( which being ſo bulky, is of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence to the Shipping and Navigation of this Ki2gdom / it will he. 
at ſuch low Prices, as will extremely depreſs the Colonics of Y 0127 
and Mary/and, which will force thoſe Colonies to make among 
themſelves the Neceſſaries they uſed to be furniſhi'd with from hence, 
and very much leſſen the Cuſtoms. 
7ly. The French will take no Newfoundland Fiſb, nor will they 
have any need of it; for if they Tranſplant the Inhabitants of that 
part of Newfoundland which they are to yield up to us, to the Hland 
of Cape- Breton, they had as good have kept where they were before: 
eſpecially if they are to have the Liberty of ſetting up Sage, to cure 
and dry their Fiſh on the main Iſland of \ewf11ndland. Navy, we ſhalt 
be extreme Loſers by what they yield us, if the Charge of Gariſons 
- 9 5 laid on the Fiſh; for that Charge will inevitably ruin the 
rade. 
And if the French have Cafe-Breton, and alſo the liberty of dry- 
ing their Fiſh on our Iſland of Newfoundland, where they tiv'd be- 
fore; they will, * 
1. Furniſh their own Country with Fiſh, which we ed to do, 


| before our former Princes ſufter*d them to lave the Liberty of Cur-- 


ing and drying their Fiſh in Newfoundland. 

2. They will by their Situation have their Fiſh ready much ſqon- 
er than ours, and thereby be able not only to ſupply themſelves, but 
will alſo in time of Peace foreſtal the very Markets of Portugal, pain 
and Italy, where ours uſe to be vended. 


2. They will hereby keep up and increaſe their Nurſery of Sea-- 


men: for tis chiefly, if not wholly, to this Trade, that the great-- 


Reis: 


4.4 | 
neſs of France by Sea is owing, : * Maritime Power having be- 
ah to be conſiderable from their firſt Trading at Nenfoundland, and 
las kept pace with their Increaſe of Trade ever ſince; as appears by 
the inſignificant Figure they made at Sea in the time of Queen Eli- 
zateth, and even ſo lately as the Siege of Roche}, compar'd with the 

mighty Fleets they have ſince put to Sea, and with which they 
| lavethrice Fought the united Fleets of Great Britain and Holland; 
where, tho they were twice beaten, yet once they got the better: 
And had we been either times alone, they muſt in all Probability 
have us; ſo much ſtronger are they by Sea, than either 


we or the Dutch alone. | 

8'y, They will furniſh us with abundance of Linen and Paper,to the great 
dctriment of thoſe Manufactures in Great Britain and Ireland. : 

oly, They will alſo ſupply us with Brandys, to the great detriment of 
thoſe Countries that abound ia Barley, who have born ſo much of the Bur- 
den of the War by the Duty on Malt ; the Duties on which Spirits bring 
into the Revenue prodigious Sums, in compariſon to what the Commodity 
is worth when in Barley. Their Brandy will have an influence on our 
Weſt-India Trade, by hindring the making Brandy of Moloſſes, which are 
drawn from our coarſe Sugars. | s : 

roly, But to over-ballance all theſe Inconveniences, they think it is e- 
nough that they furniſh us with thoſe delicious Wines, which our Nation 
is famous for being ſo unmeaſurably fond of, and which we muſt pay them 
for in Mony. For if they take no Woollen Goods, no Fiſh, no refin'd Su- 
gars nor T obacco, we ſhall have nothing but Mony to exchange for their 
Wines and Brandies ( of which ina free Trade we ſhall take ſeveral thou- 
ſand Tuns per annum) becauſe our dying Commodities, our Lead, Tin, and 
other Goods from Great Britain, and our Proviſions from Ireland, will ne— 
ver be able to anſwer for their Linens, Silks, Paper, and other Goods; 
the very Article of Black Silks only, amounting to a prodigious Sum. For 
allow ing out of the ſeyen Millions of People, which Sir William Petty com- 
putes by the Duty on Hearth-Mony to be in England, that three Millions of 
them are Women, and that one in ſix of them ſpends 20 5. yearly in Hoods 
and Scarves (which ſurely is a very modeſt Computation both for Num- 
ber and Expeace ) that alone will amount to 59000 /. without mentioning 
what is ſpent of that ſort in Ireland, and all our Plantations, which muſt 
amount t) a great deal; and this without including colour'd wrought Silks, 
or tloſe brocaded with Gold, Silver, and Silk; the Value whereof muſt 

| | a : | 3 
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de an immenſe Sum of Mony, conſidering the Fondneſs our People have for 
any thing that is French. | 

This is but a ſhort View of the Advantages ariſing by our Trade to Spain, 
Portugal, and Italy; and of the Diſadvantages-of our Trade with Fance; 
if it ſhall appear that they have refus'd to admit four of our chiefeſt Com- 
modities, and that we have not the Equivalent of refuſing four of theirs, 
which might, in ſome meaſure, have help'd ro mitigate our Loſs by the French 


— 


Trade, viz. 


Their Wines, For our Fiſh. 

Fheir Brandies, For our Refined Sugars. 

Their Silks, For our Tobacco. | 

Their Linen of all ſorts, * our Woollea Manufactures of all 
Orts. 


But the Diſadvantages will yet be infinitely greater, if the Wines and 
other French Commodities are to pay no more Duties then what are payable 
upon the like Commodities from other Nations. 

For the Wines and uſeful Commodities which we reccive from other Na- 
tions, come to us in exchange for our own Manufactures and Products; but 
it cannot be ſo from France, when they will not receive them; and there— 
fore their Wines and other Goods ought to pay more Duties than others. 

The Linens we receive from Holland, Germany and Flanders, are in ex— 
change for our Plantation Goods, Sugars, Tobacco, Cc. and allo for valt 
quantities of the Woollen Manufacture from all the parts of this Kingdom, 
efpecially from the Weſt and the North. 

'Tis a great miſtake to ſay, (as *tis reported it is ſaid) that the ſame 
Commodities pay, or ought to pay equally, the ſame Duties from all Coun- 
tries, and that therefore the French inſiſt upon it's being ſo now. They 
that ſay ſo, muſt ſay it out of Ignorance, or ſome other Reaſon. 
1ſt, They ought not to pay alike, becauſe in Reaſon, Prudence and Jus 
ſtice, the Product of that Nation that takes off moſt of our Commodities, 
ought to pay leſs than that of others; which makes it juſt that all French 
Goods ſhould pay more than the like ſorts from other places. 

2dly, It has generally been otherwiſe in Fact, for which we appeal to al- 
moſt every Page of the Book of Rates; Portugal Wines, and Spaniſh Wines, 
have time out of mind paid different Duties, as well as French Wines. And 
the Linens and Silks from ſeveral Countries have alſo paid different Duties, 
according as they are in goodneſs ; and as thoſe Countries from whence 
they come, have deleryed better or worſe of us in point of J rade. Ales 
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ſuppoſed France will have the Afodefty not to pretend that they deſerve any 
favour of us in point of Trade; or elſe muſt acknowledge, which they will 
hardly do, that their Wines and Manufactures are not better than others, or 


not more eſteemed by us, and that therefore they cannot bear more Duties. 


However, there are ſome Reaſons given why Frexch Wines ought to pay 
leſs Duties than they do. | 

1ſt, The firſt is, that People may drink it ſo much cheaper. But ſure 
this Reaſon can never weigh with any thing that has the Name of a Gentle- 
man, and farleſs with a PATRIOT, when he ſecs it's azainſt the true In- 
tereſt of his Country. | | 

2dly, The ſecond is from the Incapacity that the Gentry in England will 
be ſhortly in, of purchaſing it at high Prices. This indeed may have ſome 
weight with it, if it ſhall —4 N that the Silk Weavers, and thoſe multi- 
tudes of Hands that are uſefully employed on the Woollen Manufactures, 
ſhall find no Work by the Importation of French Silks, and by the Prohibi- 
t on of cur Woollen Manufactures in Portugal, ( which will infallibly enſue, 
and which they are waiting to do, on the equalizing the Duties on French 
and Portugal Wines; ) as allo by the ſetting up the Mauufacture of Cloth 
by Caunt Bergeick in Spain, as our Gaxette (an Authority not to be queſti- 
oned ) gave us an account he was doing, in the Gazette of the 9th Inſtant ; 
and when thoſe Hands that might expect to find Employment in the Fiſhery 
granted to the South-Sea Company, and other Fiſheries of this Kingdom 
aud of Nemfoundland, ſhall find themſelves diſappointed of Work, (for of 
what uſe will it be to catch Fiſh, if there be no vent for it?) When all 
theſe Woollcn and Silk Manufactures, and the Seamen, and Fiſhermen, 
ſhall find little or no Work, they muſt inevitably ſtarve, or be a burdeyg 
upon the Landed Intereſt : and then the Poors Rates that are already in 
many places 2,64; 3 5j 35. 6 d. and in ſome others 4 5. and more in the, 
Pound, willadvance to 8. or 103. In the Pound; and then the remainder 
will revzcerafford to buy dear French Wines. 

3ly, The third Reaſon that is given, is, that by the preſent Treaty of 
Commerce with Face, this matter is agreed to by Her Majeſty, To which 
we humbly preſume to offer the following Anſwer. | 

1. That che Treaty with Portagal, which is univerſally allow'd to be ad- 
- Yantageous tous, pleads the ſame Anthority from Her Majeſty's Ratifica- 
ti n, that this with Fraxce does; and if we are not miſinformed, more, 

becauſe this Treaty with France is not to have effect till ſome Acts of Par- 
li.m-nt now in force are altered. . 

z2diy, 4 hat there's all the kealon in the World to hope, that Her Maje- 
ſty, out of Her Prince!) Tenderneſs tor Her People, if it ſhall appear to be 
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Fan e to the Trade of Her Kingdoms, will be graciouſly Pleaſed not to 


hink Her ſelf obliged to make gocd to the French King any ſuch 19 9 75 nt; 
which we are the rather induced to hope, from the, ;lnſtance Her! eier 
has giyen of the ſame Care of Her People in the Alterations that have been 
made in the firſt Birrier-Treaty with the Hates general, upon the Humble 
Repreſentation of this Houſe of Commons, that it was prejudiclal tb che 
Trade of this Kingdom. We! ite nic dla 2 
© 3dly, This is the only time to regulate our Commerce with France, and 
what is now ſettled we can never hope to be relieved from. Ar- 
Therefore” tis of the laſt ConfeFuence to let paſs any thing that HAV. have 
the forementioned fatal Effects upon both our Home and Foreign Trade. 
4thly, Tho the Duties now in queſt ion, When they were laid on, were 
not intended to continue exactly as they ſtand, yet were deſigued to give 
Time and Opportunity to the Parliament to conſider maturely what was 
proper to be done in a Treaty of Commerce with France, e 
N. B. When Mr. Methwen, by Her Majeſty's Order, was ;concerfirg | 
this Treaty with Portugal, the French were at that moment temptiag them 
to break it; and in order to it, offer'd them to take off their Brazil Sugars 
and Tobacco: yet they prefer d us, becauſe we took off their Wines. But 
if they are diſappointed in that too, they will doubtleſs accept the Treaty 
which the French are ready to enter into with them now. And here 'we 
cannot hut take notice that the Portiguexe Sugars are almoſt all of them fing 
Sugars, Which the Ferch are willing to take of them that they might break 
our Trade, tho they refuſe to take from us any Clay'd or Refia'd, Sugars, 
So heartily do the French favour our Trade. Ns | 
There is' no notice taken here of the Bencſit we receive by the Sreaf 
quantities of Corn lately ſent to France; becauſę that is but an accidental 
Advantage, ariſing from the Dearth-la@t Year; for in common Years they 
abound in Corn enough to ſer ve themſetves, and for Exportation , too - fo 
9 1 5 not to be mentioned, as an Advantage, in a regular courſe of 
rade. | * {tp 4e 
One thing further muſt not be omitted, which is, That during the very 
great ſtruggle that has been made for ſeveral Years paſt, to, keep the high 
Duties upon French Wines, it has been frequently neceſſary both by ſpeak- 
ing, and wiiting, t6 diſcloſe' very openly the Nature of our Trade with 
Portugal, Spain and ſcaly, and to preſs that all the Favours that were poſ- 
ſible might be continu'd to thoſe Nations, from wheace ſo great a Ballagce 
was yearly paid us in Mony. This has already.awakend the Portuguexe 
the Conſequences of which may be very fata] to our Trade, an | by that to 
the Eanded Intereſt, which are iyſeparable. But it muſt be emember'd 
mY a thak 
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that all thoſe ill Conſequences are juſtly chargeable on thoſe that occaſion'd 
that Diſcovery; The, unthinking immoderate Lovers of French Wive, to 
whom it is wholly o.-/uaͥ gg. 


PAL FL; Tj Ti0 a | 1 5 * ney | | . a 
Some Obſervations on the Treaty of Commerce between Great Britain and France. 


INCE the above written, the Treaty is publiſh'd by Authority. 

The $th Article is agaiaſt the Portugal Treaty, by propoſing an 
Equality. 2.25 1 „„ 
By the 9th, 'tis provided, that the Tariff of 1664, ſhall not take place 
till two Months after a L ſhall paſs here, to reduce the Duties on all 
Commodities, to an Equality with what is paid for Goods of the like nature, 
imported from any other Country in Europe. Notwithſtanding which, in 
Caſe ſuch an Act ſhall paſs here, tis hoped the French King may be oblig'd 
by an Edict, to ſuſpend the Payment of the high Duties now payable on 
our Goods in Fance for thoſe Two Months; or the Act not to take place 
till ſuch time as the Treaty ſhall take place in France. | 

The 10th Article ſays, the Duties on Tobacco ſhall be reduc'd hereafter ; 
but does not fay when that HEREAFTER fhall begin. *Tis further 
faid in the fame Article, That the Subjects on both ſides, that is, we ſuppoſe 
the French as well as Engliſh, ſhall pay the ſame Duties, and that there ſhall 
be an equal liberty of Selling ; and the Britiſh Subjects ſhall have the ſame 
Laws (relating thereunto) as the Merchants of France themſelves. That 


may be; and yet the Farm, notwithſtanding what is mention'd in the third 


Matter referr'd to the Commiſſioners pag. 50. may ſtil] ſubſiſt, becauſe tis 
only left to Commiſſioners ; which if they do not Agree, as tis very pro- 


bable they may not, then by virtue of the 9th Article, it remains as it 


was; that is, a Farm ſtill: and then neither the Subjects of Fance nor 
England, will have any liberty of Selling, but to the Farmers. only, at 
what Price they pleaſe: which amounts to a Prohibition. 

The ſame may be ſaid of the Inſpection of all our ManufaRures in Fance, 
which is the firſt Matter refer'd to the Commiſſioners, pag. 49. that if it 
is not agreed, the French will, tis probable, find Pretences.to luffer nont 
to be imported. | 


The 11th Article ſays, The 50 Sols French Mony, paid per Ton on the 


Britiſh Ships, ſhall ceaſe, and that no ſuch Duty fhall be laid hereafter : 
but that will not prevent their exacting a further Duty that has already 
been laid for ſome Years, of 20 Sols more than the aforeſaid 50 Sol,; for 
we have been forc'd to pay 70 Sols per Ton on all Ships that have carry'd 
any of our Manufactures or Growths (except Corn) ever fince the Tr 

of 
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of Peace, and not mention'd now, 'twill 


| ( 
of 1701, which being laid in time 
not be ſtrange if it be inſiſted on. ; 

In the 29th Article, the Bail to be given in England, for Ships taking 
Letters of Mart, is to be 1500 J. Sterl. and 3000 f. Sterl. according to 
their bigneſs; that to be enter'd into by the French, is to be but 16500 þ 
Tournois, and 3300 l. Tournois ;, which, reckoning the Exchange at 4 s. 6 


d per French Crown, which is the higheſt that it can be reckon'd at, makes 
this difference; that in the 1500 l. we muſt give more Security by 262 J. 
10 eres in the 300 /. we muſf be bound in 525 J. mo.e than the 
French. - 

Since by this Treaty, four Britiſh Commodities excepted out of the Ta- 
riff of 1664, muſt pay the high Duties impos'd in France ja 1699, ſure *tis 
highly reaſonable that Four of the Commodities of France fhould pay the 
Duties impos'd in Exgland in the 7th and 8th of Wilkam III. And the bet- 
ter to fee how high thoſe Duties are, here is a Compariſon between the 
Tariff of 1664, and that of 1699. 


| 1664 | 1699 Sterling Money at 
I French Mony French Mony | 45.6 d. pr. Fr. Cro. 

Whalebone cut and prepar'd ö 

the C. — — J. 2 10 L 9 60 | hoo r3 6 
Whale Fins, 300 lb. — 3 oo 20 co | 1 10 oo 
Trayne Oyl, 520 lb. — 1% 710 f oo th 7 
Cloth, 25 Ells pay as Cloths 40 oo 55 10 4 2 6 
Ratines, 25 Ells | | 
Serges, 13 to 15 Ells — 10 00 11 oo 16 6 
Fiſh ſalted, 12 Barrels per Laſt 7 10 47 10 423-6 
Sugar refin'd in Loafor other- | , 

wiſe, and Suger Candy | 

whiteor brown, per 100 Ib. x5 00 | 2210 | T 13 9 


Note, The above Proportion, ſuch as it is, for our Fiſh, excludes the 
Newfoundland Eh, Conger, Ling, and all Fiſh not in Barrels. 


By the oth Article, and by the Explanation in pag, 54 of the Treaty, 


*tis ABSOLUTELY agreed, that the abovemention'd Duties ſhall be 
paid. for theſe. Commodities; which how. unreaſonable it is tor the French to 


de 


| | | We + : , 
demand at the time they inſiſt to have the Duties taken off here, the fol- 
lowing Obſervations will ſhew. | | | 

A Cioth of 50 Yards, courſe or fine, muſt pay, for every 25 Yards, 
$5 Livers Tourns, that is, in Sterling Moiy, at 4 5s. 6 4. per French 
Crown, 8 J. 5 s. Sterling. 

A Ratiae the ſame. 

Serges proportionable. | 

Barrels of Herrings, which one year with another coſt, put aboard 16s. 
a Barrel, muſt pay in France above 5 s. 11 d., per Barrel. | 

Refin'd Sugar 33 5. 9 d. per too lib Suttle, which is above 60 |. per 
cent. of the Value here, one ſort with another, 

Can any Man ſuppole theſe Duties don't amount to a Prohibition. 
Beides, the manuer of Expreſſion in the ſecond Article, pag. 84. is to 
be taken notice of. *Tis there ſaid, that to facilitate the Trade of Cloths, 
Ratines and Serges ( Pour en faciliter le Comerce ) if ſhall be allow'd to import 
them; Where? not in al or any Port of France, but only in three Places, 
St. Vallery, Roan, 'and Bourdeanx, The Intention of France, in which Re— 
ſtriction, is with deſign, that being afterwards tranſported by Land, or if 
by Sea in their own Ships, the Carriage ſhould render them dearer. And 
by the 9th: Article 'tis agreed, That if the Commiſſioners on both ſides ſhall 
not adjuſt the Matter of theſe excepted Commodities, then they.ſhall ſtand 
as before; that is, they may be viſited and inTpe&ed. The 9th Article al- 
ſo ſeems to wa nt an Explanation, as to what Provinces are-mention'd in the 
Tariff of 1654, and of what Provinces are excepted by the words, Other 

| 2 


wiſe than according tu rhe Rule at that time preſerib d. 8 

The French are ſo kind, 10 order (no doubt) 20 facilitate our Commerce, to 
permit our ſalted Barrel Fiſh, upon paying thoſe high Duties, to be ads 
mitted to an Entry in five Places. viz. the three abovemention'd, and 
Nants aud Lisbor, the laſt is a place of no Trade, but ſerv'd only to 
make up the number of Places, and is about twelve Leagues from Four- 
deaux in the River D-rdone;, but in all other Parts of Fance to remain 
prohibited. And ſhall our Trade be thus incumbred, and theirs free ? 


Better no Tradt than a Deſtructivi One. 


